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were not revolutionaries. Their idea of the appointment was to
add dignity and respectability to their Reformation, not to in-
flame the controversy. They hesitated to challenge the estab-
lished rules of the learned community and wished to avoid a
decision on matters of principle.
In the looming fight, therefore, the cards were stacked against
Paracelsus. A mighty faction was against him, and by his un-
diplomatic approach he had failed to reconcile the undecided
ones. Soon it became evident that he did not even mean to
serve the faction which might have supported him, but was in-
terested only in delivering his own, self-chosen message. Instead
of helping the Reformation party, he embarrassed it.